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{54) Abstract Title

Optical data link system

(57} A communication system comprises a data link for transmitting data. A data encoder encodes data to be
transmitted over the data link. The data encoder includes a parallel to serial multiplexing encoder for merging
one or more digital isochronous data streams, each isochronous data stream having a different data rate, with
a plurality of digital asynchronous data streams, each asynchronous data stream having a different data rate
to that of the isochronous data streams, to form a single isochronous digital stream. A data decoder decodes
data which is received over the data link. The data decoder includes a serial to parallel demulitiplexing decoder
for separating the digital isochronous data streams and the plurality of digital asynchronous data streams,
from the single isochronous digital stream.
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